
T e r r i f i c  T e e n s   A d o l e s c e n s  t e r r i f i c u s

Pictured above are this summer’s Youth Conservation Corp 
workers: Walker Beck, Danville; Blaze Skinner, Priceville; Emily 
Johnson, Huntsville; and Hawken Foote, Hartselle.  On the 
tractor is Joe Anderson, our RV volunteer.  YCC workers are 
lead by Eleasha Jones of  Danville.  More on page 2…
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2018 YCC WORKERS

There can be no greater issue than 
that of conservation in this country.  
Theodore Roosevelt, 1912. 

hat statement should have 
been a public mantra ever 
since my favorite President 

uttered those words and started our 
refuge system in 1903 at Pelican 
Island.  Great leaders have common 
sense solutions to societal ills and we 
are in dire need of that now, more so 
than ever before, mainly because 
unrelenting long-term degradation to 
our envi ronment i s br inging 
frightening predictions into sobering 
statistics ).  So it’s very heartening to 
have our elected officials work 
together to secure the recent $5.4 
million appropriation for much 
needed exhibit upgrades and facility 

repairs that will provide an enhanced 
environmental experience for 
everyone.  
 
Along with that great news we had a 
very productive June mentoring 
session faci l i ta ted by refuge 
representatives that resulted in our 
o rgan iza t ion deve lop ing and 
implementing some new long range 
plans and goals  (general details at 
the end of this article…) that we 
hope will give you, our members, an 
opportunity to be involved with 
Wheeler on a more personal level.  
 
We are also very excited to have a 
young man, whose non-profit named 
NatureDork, propose to clean up  
 
Prez’s Corner, Cont’d on Page 2… 

Saturday, July 21 
7:30 PM, Sauta Cave NWR


Discovering Bats! 
Meet us at Sauta Cave NWR near 
Scottsboro and experience hundreds 
of thousands of endangered gray 
bats departing Sauta Cave at dusk to 
begin their nightly forage for insects. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
Summer Day Camps 
July 11 & 18, Ages 8 - 10 
July 12 & 19, Ages 11 - 13 
9 AM - 2 PM 
 
A Day of Super FUN!! 
Spend a fun-filled day with Ranger 
Daphne enjoying various outdoor 
activities such as scavenger hunts, 
bird studies, plant ID, fishing, and 
nature crafts. Camp is free, but a 
souvenir T-Shirt is $10.  BYOL (Bring 
Your Own Lunch and plenty to drink!) 
and wear old clothes and closed toe 
shoes—no sandals please! Call the 
Visitor Center at 256.350.6639 to 
register.


From The President’s Corner.. Mary Rat l i f f
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Visitor Center  
256.350.6639

Gray Bat, Myotis grisescens

Photo Courtesy of USFWS 
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U n i t e d S t a t e s Y o u t h 
Conservation Corps (YCC) 
summer crew working hard at 
Wheeler NWR.


A Visitor Center  
256.350.6639

Wheeler NWR has 
received $5.4 million in 
construction funding to 

increase access and 
management needs on 
the refuge.  Projects 
include building and 

exhibit upgrades at the 
Visitor Center and 

Observation Building, 
trail upgrades, 

construction of a 
photography/observation 
tower, outdoor classroom 

and pavilion.  

Saturday, August 11 
11 AM, & 1 PM, Visitor Center


Snakes Alive! 
Meet Alabama’s Native Reptiles and 
Amphibians! Ranger Daphne will be 
sharing several species of snakes, 
turtles, and frogs for a hands-on 
exci t ing educat ional learn ing 
experience. 
.


   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 


 
             


 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

fter a 28 year drought until 
last year, the refuge is very 
happy to have another 

Prez’s Corner- Cont’d from Page 1 
 
WWR by securing sponsors for trash 
receptacles and then he pays a 
nominal fee to members to empty the 
barrels.  Those of you who know me 
personally get ready to be a sponsor 
as there will be no weaseling out of 
this one! 
 
Thanks to everyone who has helped 
and continues to help in keeping 
Wheeler the outstanding natural 
haven and attraction that it is.  It 
truly takes a community effort! 

The First of our Long Range Plans 
& Goals… 
In October we’ll begin bi-monthly 
meetings that will last about an hour 
and feature interesting programs and 
light refreshments.  Dates TBA….. 

YCC crew members shovel 
invasive privet cuttings into the 

bucket of a front-end loader. 
Photo Courtesy Eleasha Jones

Gray Rat & Corn Snake, outdooralabama.com

Youth  
Conservation Corps

 
The YCC is a summer youth 
employment program (ages 15 
to 18) that engages young 
people in meaningful work 
experiences on national parks, 
forests, wildlife refuges, and 
fi s h h a t c h e r i e s w h i l e 
d e v e l o p i n g a n e t h i c o f 
environmental stewardship and 
c iv ic respons ib i l i ty. YCC 
programs are generally 8 to 10 
weeks and members are paid 
the minimum wage for a 40-
hour work week.  It’s back in the bookstore! 

Screech Owl

Megascops asio 

Photo Courtesy George Lee  
 

In eastern wooded suburbs, 
this small owl is often the 

most common avian 
predator, emerging from its 
nest or roost hole at dusk to 
hawk insects or hunt other 

small prey, including 
songbirds and rodents. 
National Geographic Society                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 



Price’s Potato-Bean—-Who Knew? 
by Bill Gates, WNWR  Wildlife Biologist 

any are familiar with the 
great success the refuge 
complex has had with the 

return of the endangered Whooping 
Crane to North Alabama. However, 
few likely know about other work we 
are doing to help recover other listed 
species. Efforts to promote Price’s 
potato-bean (PPB) on Sauta Cave 
NWR could have consequences for 
recovery of this federally listed plant 
species across its entire range.  
 
PPB is a member of the pea family. 
This vine grows from a 7 inch tuber 
and the fruit looks like a 5-6 inch pea 
pod. Thus the origin of the name. 
PPB is found where it can receive 
light, such as in gaps in open 
woodlands, forest edges, and in 
powerline or highway rights-of-way. 
The plant occurs only in Alabama, 
K e n t u c k y, M i s s i s s i p p i , a n d 
Tennessee.  
 
Refuge staff began a partnership with 
TVA in 2014 to begin recovery of 
several listed species, including PPB. 
The work began with a survey of the 
PPB population where future work 
would occur and control of some 
invasive, exotic plant species. Only 
one of 125 PPB plants located was 
flowering at the time.  
 
Essentially nothing is known about 
the amount of light needed by PPB to 
thrive. The refuge and TVA began a 
pilot project to help determine this 
critical factor. Four plots of about 1/3 
acre each were established where 
PPB plants occurred, two where two 
levels of tree canopy removal (100 
and 50%) were planned and two 
controls. Controls help biologists to 
determine if changes that occur to the 
PPB population resulted from the 
treatment or other factors.  
 
TVA cleared the majority of woody 
vegetation from Treatment Plot 1 
(T1) in early 2015. Refuge staff 
cleared most additional trees. Refuge  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
staff also attempted to kill trees in 
Treatment Plot 2 (T2) to remove 
about 50% of the canopy. In 2016 it 
was discovered that the first effort, 
using a chemical placed in the cut 
stem, only weakened most trees. 
Efforts to reduce the canopy in both 

treatment plots, especially T2, have 
continued through 2018. 

TVA cleared the majority of woody 
vegetation from Treatment Plot 1 
(T1) in early 2015. Refuge staff 
cleared most additional trees. Refuge 
staff also attempted to kill trees in 
Treatment Plot 2 (T2) to remove 
about 50% of the canopy. In 2016 it 
was discovered that the first effort, 
using a chemical placed in the cut 
stem, only weakened most trees. 
Efforts to reduce the canopy in both 
treatment plots, especially T2, have 
continued through 2018. 

The Service’s Inventory and 
Moni tor ing Program and the 
Tennessee Ecological Services Field 
Office made funds available to 
contract with the Alabama Natural 
Heritage Program (ANHP) to begin 
monitoring PPB population response 
in the four plots in 2015 through 
2017. Preliminary results based on 
this limited data are indicating our 
efforts may be paying dividends. For 
example, flowering and/or fruiting 
stems in all plots were 15 in 2015 
(8.2% of all plants in plots), 7 in 
2016 (5%), and 51 in 2017 (29.7%). 
In 2017, T1 and T2 experienced the 
g r e a t e s t p e r c e n t o f p l a n t s 
reproducing at 46% and 39%, 
respectively.  

It is unclear at this point whether 
results are due to weather (2015 was 
a relatively dry year), treatments, a 
combination thereof, or other factors 
since data is limited. Al Schotz, a 
botanist with the ANHP, plans to 
continue monitoring the population 
for at least two more years regardless 
of whether funding is available from 
the Service. Hopefully this research 
will help determine how much light 
this species needs and allow those 
elsewhere to manage for the proper 
amount of canopy opening.

M

 Flowers of Price’s Potato-Bean 

Photos Courtesy of Bill Gates 
 

Fruits of PPB



National Wildlife Refuge 
Associations are independent 

non-profit organizations whose 
mission is to conserve America’s 

wildlife heritage for future 
generations through strategic 

programs that protect, enhance, 
and expand the National Wildlife 

Refuge System and the 
landscapes beyond its 

boundaries that secure its 
ecological integrity.   

Won’t you please join us?


Wheeler Wildlife Watch 
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association 

P.O. Box 239 

Decatur, Alabama 35603

     Membership Information  

If you have not renewed your membership for 2018, please show your 
support by sending in your tax deductible renewal donation or give a loved 

one or friend the gift of  membership!.  We really need your support!

Mississippi Kite, Ictinia mississippiensis 
Photo courtesy of George Lee

 Friend of Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 

Name: _________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 
 

City, State & ZIP:  _____________________________________ 

Student: $15 ___,  Individual: $20 ___,  Family: $25 ____,    
Lifetime:  $250 _______ ,      Benefactor:  $500 ______,  

Patron:  $1,000 _______ 

 Please mail your tax deductible membership renewal 
to: 

WWRA 
P.O. Box 239 

Decatur, AL  35603 
                               

Visit our websites! 
           Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge  
              http://www.fws.gov/wheeler/ 
 
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association  
 http://www.friendsofwheelerrefuge.com/ 
 
 
facebook.com/Wheeler-National-Wildlife-Refuge-Complex 
 
facebook.com/Wheeler-Wildlife-Refuge-Association-    
               WWRA-1697491543825279

Shop at AmazonSmile and Amazon will make a donation to WWRA!   
It’s the same Amazon.com you know—same products, same prices—and 0.5% of each 
purchase price is donated back to WWRA.   And it doesn’t cost you anything!  On your first 
visit to AmazonSmile   (smile.amazon.com), you will be prompted to select a charitable 
organization from a list of eligible organizations.  Just type in Wheeler Wildlife Refuge 

Association, search, select, and you’re finished!  Now when you shop, go to smile.amazon.com and you will be generating 
donations to your refuge association with every purchase.  Support WWRA every time you buy with AmazonSmile!

http://www.fws.gov/wheeler/
http://www.friendsofwheelerrefuge.com/
http://www.fws.gov/wheeler/
http://www.friendsofwheelerrefuge.com/


                                                              iNaturalist  
  BioBlitz Citizen Science Challenge  

Southeastern National Wildlife Refuges & Fish Hatcheries 
June 1- December 1, 2018 

 
Observe, Photograph, Learn 

Join the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service staff, volunteers and citizen scientists in the 2018 iNaturalist BioBlitz 
Citizen Science Challenge to document all creatures great and small across the 130 National Wildlife Refuges and 
14 National Fish Hatcheries in the Southeast.   Support an understanding of the incredible biodiversity of these 
landscapes through this fun challenge and see which of your favorite refuges and fish hatcheries can document the 
most species. 

What/Why/How:   iNaturalist is a worldwide community of citizen and professional scientists who work in 
conjunction with the National Geographic Society and other organizations. Download the iNaturalist app to your 
smartphone and register your account for free. Then visit a refuge or hatchery and take two or three clear pictures of 
a plant or animal, identify and upload it.  If you are using a digital camera, observations and associated photos can 
be uploaded from your computer via the iNaturalist web page, provided you have GPS locations to include with the 
observations.  

Even if you are uncertain of the species observed, others using iNaturalist will see your records and provide species 
identifications back to you. The wildflower along the road or the turtle on the bank just needs a clear photograph for 
submission.  Data from this challenge will contribute to records of the biodiversity of all organisms on the Service’s 
public lands in the Southeast. 
 
Sign Up today at: https://www.iNaturalist.org/ to start making observations and spread the word to your refuge 
friends group and visitors to contribute as well.  Each participant will need to create their own account.  You can add 
observations for any refuge or hatchery you visit.  Once you have established your user account, why not join the 
USFWS National Wildlife Refuge System and USFWS National Fish Hatchery System projects to more easily tag 
your observations? 

White  
Pelicans 

Pelecanus 
erythrorhynchos

Photo Courtesy 
of 

George Lee

https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/usfws-national-wildlife-refuge-system
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/usfws-national-fish-hatchery-system
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/usfws-national-wildlife-refuge-system
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/usfws-national-fish-hatchery-system


iNaturalist BioBlitz Challenge  
Frequently Asked Questions

What is iNaturalist? 
iNaturalist is a citizen science and social network application designed to map and share 
species biodiversity observations across the globe. iNaturalist is similar in concept to the 
popular eBird application, but it allows users to record and share all biodiversity (plants and 
animals, large and small) and retains a photo or audio record of the observation. The 
iNaturalist App can help you identify a species from your photo, and other users can 
recommend identifications, hopefully reaching a consensus identification to species level. 
  
What locations are eligible for the challenge? 
All 130 Southeast Region (R4) National Wildlife Refuges and 12 National Fish Hatcheries are 
eligible to participate in the challenge. The challenge applies to observations made within the 
administrative boundaries of each respective refuge or hatchery.  These observations can be 
made by anyone: staff, volunteer, citizen scientist, hobby naturalist, or novice explorer. 
  
How can I participate? 
Anyone can participate and contribute verified species observations that will be tracked by 
location on the “Leaderboard” and count towards the challenge among the Refuges and 
Hatcheries.  Participants can include staff, interns, volunteers, Friends and the public.  Each 
participating individual submits their own observations directly to iNaturalist, so Service staff 
will not need to manage their participation or submissions. 
  
Observations can be made in the field to iNaturalist via the iNaturalist App using an Apple or 
Android Smartphone. The App can access your Smartphone’s camera for easy documentation 
and georeferencing.  Be certain in your Smartphone settings to allow photographs to be 
georeferenced from your camera.  If you use a digital camera, observations and associated 
photos can be uploaded from your computer via your account on the iNaturalist website, but 
you’ll need to provide GPS coordinates for the observation manually if your digital camera is 
not GPS-enabled.  Photos must be of plants and animals “in situ” - they are not to be picked, 
held, or otherwise collected. 
  
Do I have to join iNaturalist?  
Yes. Observations made outside of iNaturalist will not be tallied. Sign up for free at https://
www.iNaturalist.org. Each participant should create their own account. Though not required 
(see below), joining the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Wildlife Refuge System and 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service National Fish Hatchery System iNaturalist Projects will 
guarantee your observations count. 
 
Who do I contact for help in iNaturalist? 
If you have other questions about the challenge or need help getting your iNaturalist account 
and phone Apps to work, contact David Richardson or Adam Smith with the Inventory & 
Monitoring Branch. 
 

https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/usfws-national-wildlife-refuge-system
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/usfws-national-fish-hatchery-system
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/usfws-national-fish-hatchery-system
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/usfws-national-wildlife-refuge-system
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/usfws-national-fish-hatchery-system
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/usfws-national-fish-hatchery-system

