
W h o o p e r  &  S a n d h i l l s

Our winter visitors are back in big numbers, and they want you 
to come see them!  All you need to bring are binoculars, a 
camera, and a little bit of time to enjoy these amazing 
creatures.  They should be here through the end of February.
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WE’RE B -A -A -A -C -K!

ust got back from Denver where 
we visited the 15,000 acre 
Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWR.   
 

This refuge is considered one of the 
largest urban refuges in the country 
(just as Wheeler is) and it provides a 
natural escape for thousands of 
visitors.  A huge swath of land was 
fenced in order to contain the bison 
and deer as everywhere you looked 
you could see the surrounding 
development of Denver.   
 
It struck me that our urban refuges 
will become more like zoos or 
exhibits as many of our refuges are 
losing surrounding open land which 
the wildlife historically use.  Once 

the wildlife is crowded to a point of 
unsusta inab i l i ty, then what?  
Management thins them out or are 
we forced to feed and care for them 
like a zoo?   
 
All I know is that we are very proud 
of how Wheeler is being managed to 
keep it a true wildlife refuge that is 
open to everyone while doing our 
utmost to allow all our species their 
freedom. That is why our Fes$val of 
the Cranes is so important for 
everyone to support mainly by your 
aLendance.  Together we can keep 
our refuge a true wildlife experience 
with hopefully no discernible 
boundaries.  Please join us for all the 
events January 9 - 12! 

Saturday, January 11-12 
All Day, Visitor Center


 

 
 
Check out our websites and 
FaceBook pages for complete 
festival information including pre-
festival opportunities and shuttle 
transportation. 

From The President’s Corner.. Mary Rat l i f f
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Saturday, February 8 
9 AM, Beaverdam Peninsula


Clean & Learn - Wildlife ID 
Join us for a morning of wildlife 
observing and litter patrol on the 
Beaverdam Peninsula.  Refuge staff 
will be on site to identify waterfowl 
such as sandhil l cranes, white 
pelicans, various ducks and any other 
wildife that might be out enjoying the 
refuge! 
.


   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 


 
 
Saturday, March 7 
11 AM & 1 PM, Visitor Center 
 
Wings to Soar 
Several species of birds of prey, 
including owls, hawks, a show- 
stealing black vulture, and the 
great American Bald Eagle, will be 
available for the audience to get a 
close up view of these magnificent 
birds!


Photo courtesy of Frank Mattia


Wheeler Happenings 
by Ranger David Young

twenty different whooping cranes this season plus about 
10,000 sandhill cranes and   many  different species of ducks 
and geese. The viewing is great at the observation building;  
be sure to bring binoculars and a camera!

o get updates on the numbers of cranes, ducks, and 
geese visiting Wheeler NWR, please visit our website: 
www.fws.gov/Wheeler.  At this point we have identified

Calling all student artists!   
The refuge is seeking submissions for the annual Junior Duck 
Stamp Art Contest. Submissions deadline is March 15, 2020.  
Any Alabama students in grades K-12 are eligible to submit 

their paintings/drawings of ducks, geese, or swans.  For official 
contest rules, specifications, and entry forms visit: 

 www.fws.gov/refuge/Wheeler/JDS

A.J. Binney, Whooping Crane Outreach Program Assistant with 
the International Crane Foundation, teaches students from 

Crestline Elementary about cranes with help from ICF's 
Whooping crane mascot.

Hooded Merganser  
Lophodytes cucullatus

http://www.fws.gov/Wheeler
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Wheeler/JDS


Festival of the Cranes 2020 Presenters 
n a m a z i n g g r o u p o f 
presenters headline this  
year’s crane festival! 

Environmental journalist and 
filmmaker Ben Raines will show 
his documentary, America’s 
Amazon, about the Mobile-
Te n s a w D e l t a , c o v e r i n g 
everything from the ancient 
climatic forces that shaped its 
evolution to i ts remarkable 
biological richness to current 
issues putting increased pressure 
on its fragile ecosystems.  The 
f r e e f i l m w i l l b e s h o w n 
Thursday, January 9 at 6 PM at 
the Alabama Center for the Arts  
Reservations are required due 
to limited seating.  To reserve a 
seat please use this link: https://
events.ticketprinting.com/event/
Ben-Ra ines-And-Amer icas -
Amazon-Film-Showing-36531 

Visitor Center Programs 
Senior Marine Scientist and 
Estuarium Director at the Dauphin 
Island Sea Lab, Dr. John Dindo 
w e a r s m a n y h a t s : f r o m 
conducting field research on fish 
and bird migration and deep sea 
creatures around cold methane 
smoker vents, to teaching diverse 
g r o u p s r a n g i n g f r o m 
kindergarteners to teachers to 
retirees, to creating the innovative 
K-12 Discovery Hall  Program to 
educate kids of all ages about the 
w o n d e r s o f t h e m a r i n e 
environment.  On Saturday, 
January 11 at noon  and 3:30 
P M . D r . D i n d o w i l l g i v e 
multimedia programs on Coastal 
Alabama Birds, followed by 
Sharks, Snapper, Shrimp  & 
Sea Turtles,   

Paul Bannick is an award-
winning author and wildl i fe 
photographer specializing in the 
natural history of North America 
with a focus on birds and habitat.  
Coupling his love of the outdoors 
with his skill as a photographer, 
he creates images that foster 

 
 

intimacy between viewer and 
subject, inspiring education and 
and conservation. On Saturday, 
January 11 at 9 AM Mr. Bannick 
w i l l g i v e a m u l t i m e d i a 
presentation focusing on his new 
book Owls: A Year in the Lives 
of North American Owls.  At 
1:30 PM woodpeckers will be 
featured along with owls.  On 
Sunday, January 12 at 8 AM 
t h e r e w i l l b e a t w o h o u r 
p h o t o g r a p h y w o r k s h o p , 
followed by a 12 PM program on 
woodpeckers. 

On Saturday,  January 11,  at 
10:30 AM  master storyteller 
Brian “Fox “ Ellis will present an 
remarkable portrayal of naturalist, 
master birder and extraordinary 
artist John James Audubon.  At 
3 PM join “Audubon” on a 
birding walk.   On Sunday, 
January 12 at 9 AM join “Fox” as 
he tells Crane Tales from around 
the world.  At 3 PM “Audubon” 
again takes attendees on a 
birding walk. 

ON Sunday, January 12, at both 
10:30 AM, and 1:30 PM  Wheeler 
welcomes Dr. Doug Phillips, 
best known by friends and fans 
as “Dr. Doug,” creator and host of 
the Alabama Public Television 
s e r i e s , D i s c o v e r i n g 
Alabama. Dr. Doug earned his 
Ph.D. in Educational Research 
from The University of Alabama. 
Today he holds the title of 
Coordinator for Environmental 
Information and Education: The 
Alabama Museum of Natural 
History, as well as Executive 
P r o d u c e r a n d H o s t 
of Discovering Alabama. Dr. 
Doug continues to teach, holding 
in-service workshops for K-12 
teachers throughout the year and 
across the state. At the college 
level, Dr. Doug is Creator and 
Principal Instructor of Discovering 
A l a b a m a E c o l o g y , a n 
environmental science course at 
The University of Alabama.  

A

Paul Bannick,  
Photographer & Author

Dr. John Dindo, Senior Marine 
Scientist, Dauphin Island Sea Lab

Brian “Fox” Ellis, Storyteller

Ben Raines,  Environmental 
Journalist & Filmmaker

Dr. Doug Phillips 
Discovering Alabama

https://events.ticketprinting.com/event/Ben-Raines-And-Americas-Amazon-Film-Showing-36531
https://events.ticketprinting.com/event/Ben-Raines-And-Americas-Amazon-Film-Showing-36531
https://events.ticketprinting.com/event/Ben-Raines-And-Americas-Amazon-Film-Showing-36531


National Wildlife Refuge 
Associations are independent 

non-profit organizations whose 
mission is to conserve America’s 

wildlife heritage for future 
generations through strategic 

programs that protect, enhance, 
and expand the National Wildlife 

Refuge System and the 
landscapes beyond its 

boundaries that secure its 
ecological integrity.   

Won’t you please join us?


Wheeler Wildlife Watch 
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association 

P.O. Box 239 

Decatur, Alabama 35603

     Membership Information  

If you have not renewed your membership for 2020, please show your 
support by sending in your tax deductible renewal donation or give a 

loved one or friend the gift of membership!   
We really need your support!

Sandhill cranes, Antigone canadensis 
Photo courtesy of George Lee

 Friend of Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 

Name: _________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 
 

City, State & ZIP:  _____________________________________ 

Student: $15 ___,  Individual: $20 ___,  Family: $25 ____,    
Lifetime:  $250 _______ ,      Benefactor:  $500 ______,  

Patron:  $1,000 _______ 

 Please mail your tax deductible membership renewal 
to: 

WWRA 
P.O. Box 239 

Decatur, AL  35603 
                               

Visit our websites! 
           Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 
              http://www.fws.gov/wheeler/ 
 
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association 
 http://www.friendsofwheelerrefuge.com/ 
 
facebook.com/Wheeler-National-Wildlife-Refuge-Complex 
 
facebook.com/Wheeler-Wildlife-Refuge-Association-    
               WWRA-1697491543825279

Shop at AmazonSmile and Amazon will make a donation to WWRA!   
It’s the same Amazon.com you know—same products, same prices—and 0.5% of each 
purchase price is donated back to WWRA.   And it doesn’t cost you anything!  On your first 
visit to AmazonSmile   (smile.amazon.com), you will be prompted to select a charitable 
organization from a list of eligible organizations.  Just type in Wheeler Wildlife Refuge 

Association, search, select, and you’re finished!  Now when you shop, go to smile.amazon.com and you will be generating 
donations to your refuge association with every purchase.  Support WWRA every time you buy with AmazonSmile!

http://www.fws.gov/wheeler/
http://www.friendsofwheelerrefuge.com/
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