
A m e r i c a n  W i g e o n  M a r e c a  a m e r i c a n a

Kudos to  the remarkable Grace He, student at the Barbara 
Keel Art School in Auburn, Alabama, who has won Best-of-
Show in Alabama for the 2020 Junior Duck Stamp Art Contest.    
See page 3 for additional information.
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ith all the misery the 
c o r o n a v i r u s h a s 
explosively created for 

humans around the world, I can’t 
help but think all of nature is 
experiencing a reprieve from the 
e f f e c t s o f o u r i n s a t i a b l e 
consumption of goods and 
services.   
 
There are no numbers out yet but 
the break the atmosphere has 
received from the screeching halt 
of most travel and industrial 
output has to be tremendous.  
Hopefully this situation will be 
resolved quickly and our lives can 
get back to some semblance of 
normalcy, but this is our wake up 
call that we have to be aware of 
how our social norms affect our 

earth and, consequently, our 
lives.   Ultimately our health and 
wellbeing will rely on some 
drastic changes. 
 
As I regularly point out, how 
fortunate are we to live in a state 
that has such an abundance of 
natural resources that we can 
easily go just about anywhere 
and keep ourselves distanced 
from crowds.  If the situation 
continues to digress and the 
Visitor Center is temporarily 
closed, you can still walk the trails 
and be grateful for having access 
to this urban oasis. 
 
We are all very pleased to report 
that our Festival of the Cranes 
Prez’s Corner cont’d, page 2….. 

Saturday, April 18 
9 AM, Cave Springs Cave 

Clean & Learn - Invasive Plant 
Removal 
Celebrate Eath Day by helping remove 
invasive plants surrounding Cave Springs 
Cave.  Staff will be onsite to talk about 
the cave and the endangered bats that 
make it their home. 

From The President’s Corner.. Mary Rat l i f f
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Visitor Center  
256.350.6639
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Although our Calendar of 
Events is listed in this column, 
the events may or may not 
take p lace accord ing to 
whether or not the Wheeler 
Visitor Center will be open due 
to the coronavirus. Updated 
information will be found on 
our Facebook and website 
pages.  Those addresses may 
be found on the last page of 
this newsletter.

Chinese privet,  Ligustrum sinense 
Photo by The Nature Conservancy
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Saturday, May 2 
8 AM, Visitor Center 
Special Use Pond 

Youth Fishing Rodeo 
Open to ages 5 - 12.  Trophies are 
awarded for the heaviest weight in 
each age group.  Everyone goes 
home a winner!

.


  

Saturday, June 6 
9 AM, Osprey Point 
 
Kayak Flint Creek 
Join in a ranger-led kayak trip on 
Flint Creek.  Meet at the Osprey 
Point canoe launch area off of 
Hwy 67.  Bring your own kayak/
canoe and be prespared for 1-2 
hours of paddling.  Basic paddling 
skills and a life-jacket required. 

Coronavirus, Trying Times  
& the Refuge 

by Ricky Ingram, Wheeler NWR Project Leader

I just received approval to close the Visitor Center to the public similar 
to what most other public facilities have done to try and minimize large 
crowds and possible transmission of Corona to or from the public, 
staff, or volunteers.  Our hope is this will not be very long, but like the 
school system and other closures, no one knows for sure and it will be 
week to week.   All of the outside parts of the refuge will be open 
according to the normal spring schedule including trails, boardwalk, 
boat ramps, roads, fishing pier, etc.  The refuge staff is continuing to 
manage the water levels to try to get the fields dry for spring plantings, 
cleanup and repair of our roads after all the wet weather, and do other 
facility and structure maintenance.  
 
I need to provide an update on the progress toward the $4+M 
Infrastructure funding projects.  We have had some of the typical 
delays with large government construction contracts but we seem to 
be gaining some momentum recently.  We had a very good meeting 
with the 8A Contractor, Engineering, and Contracting representatives 
in February at the refuge.  The contractor is working on Designs now 
for all of the new projects and the goal is to have finished Designs and 
Bids by around August for most all of the projects.  We have awarded 
the contract for the Archaeological Phase 1 work to get assessments 
and clearance on the new EE Outdoor Classroom, photo blind, six 
mile multiuse trail, parking lot expansions, and a few other smaller 
projects.  This work should begin in April and be finished by June.   
 
We will then finish up permit requirements and hope no delays occur 
so that by Fall to early Spring, we can get construction underway.  The 
VC staff are working daily now on the new exhibit designs with the 
contractor and helping to move this work forward.  We likely will try to 
schedule most of the VC repairs and updates including exhibits after 
our peak bird season starting in March 2021.  As always, there is a lot 
going on at the refuge, and it does help give us a sense of purpose 
and calm during these trying times. 

o doubt, everyone’s lives have been 
somewhat disrupted by the Coronavirus 
threat in some manner.  For some it’s toilet 

Prez’s Corner, cont’d  from page 1….. 
was once again a huge success with thousands of attendees in spite of the 
tornadic activity that wreaked havoc with our power and shuttle 
transportation.  It’s exciting to have the finest speakers, educators and 
entertainers ask to perform again at our event which strengthens our 
resolve to keep this festival’s programs at the highest level possible.  We 
welcome any suggestions and certainly any help with attaining our goal of 
making Wheeler NWR one of our nation’s most prized refuges.

toilet paper shortages, to panic trips to the 
grocery store to find the staples of meats and 
cleaning products gone, school and day care 
closures, to health concerns.   All of us will just 
have to adjust our lives to the current situation 
as it changes and do the best we can.

Photo courtesy USFWS

Photo courtesy George Ponder III



BEYOND CRANES 
By John Hobdell, WWRA Board Member 

s of this mid-March writing 
both trillium and trout lily 
are just now blooming in 

and around Wheeler while the 
purple violets and bloodroot are in 
full regalia.  

The cranes have headed north 
and visitors are asking the help 
desk about fish, large fish, 
surfacing in the shallows.  A quick 
response from Ranger Daphne 
Moland, “It’s probably common 
carp— they do that this time of 
year.”   

Common carp are a non-native 
species originally from Asia that 
was introduced in the USA in the 
1880s by private fishpond owners 
as a food source. They are found 
almost everywhere now, and 
while they do muddy up waters, 
pulling vegetation off the bottom 
in search of food, they are simply 
able to survive in water that is 
slower, warmer, and more turbid 
and polluted than most other fish 
can stand. 
 
Common carp are found in almost 
every fishery in the nation, and 
most still have good fishing. In 
most lakes common carp reach a 
balance with the other fish 
species. Most fisheries scientists 
who’ve studied common carp 
agree that changes in land use, 
such as dredging, creating 
canals, draining wetlands, and 
releasing  human and industrial 
waste into watersheds, have hurt 

the game fish more than carp 
ever could.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Folks do eat them. They produce 
a flaky, white meat, that tastes 
pretty good, if the water in which 
they were caught is not too 
muddy.  Eagles, osprey, and 
herons don’t seem to mind a little 
muddy taste.  I have heard no 
complaints from otters and 
largemouth bass either.   

Common carp, as well as other 
species, jump in deep water or 
cruise the surface filling their 
swim bladders with air. The added 
air creates neutral buoyancy for 
the water level in which they wish 
to swim.  But those BIG FISH 
wallowing on the surface and 
across sand bars are spawning.  
If you are an angler don’t grab a 
f i sh ing po le , they are not 
interested in your bait!  https://
americancarpsociety.com/us-
carp-history)  

udging for the Federal 
Junior Duck Stamp Art 
Contest for the state of 
Alabama was held this 

week.  Each age category (K-3rd, 
4th-6th, 7th-9th, and 10th-12th 
grades) is judged separately with 
three 1st place, three 2nd place, 
and three 3rd place winners 
selected for each of the four age 
groups.   
 
A Best-in-Show is then selected 
f rom the twelve 1st p lace 
winners.  This year's Best-in-
Show for the state of Alabama 
was an American Wigeon painted 
by Grace He (age 15) from 
Auburn, Alabama.  Grace is a 
student at the Barbara Keel Art 
School.   Grace’s artwork will now 
compete with Best- in-Show 
artwork from other states in the 
national level judging of the 
Federal Junior Duck Stamp Art 
Contest later this spring.  Grace’s 
extraordinary talent enabled her 
artwork to also place in the 2018 
and 2019 JDS contests! 

 
 

A

Common Carp, Cyprinus carpio 
Photo courtesy USFWS 

Type to enter textPatricia Alred grew up in Lawrence County, returning after a 20+ years 
hiatus working in bio-chemistry.  John Hobdell also worked in drug 
discovery and volunteered for many years at  Pennsylvania’s Hawk 
Mountain.  Both enjoy birds and the outdoors.  While in Pennsylvania, 
they helped clear patches of Lake Nockamixon State Park for woodcock 
habitat that was quite successful for those birds. There the major 
invasive plants were multiflora rose, Russian olive, and garlic mustard..  
John says, “Here in the big bend of the Tennessee River there is no 
shortage of Chinese privet and kudzu, and there’s plenty of both to clear 
at our home.”  When not cutting privet, they find time to work at the 
Wheeler NWR Visitor Center front desk and hope to become useful 
members of the board as they learn the ropes.

2020 Alabama JDS 
Winner!

J

In an effort to slow the spread of 
COVID-19 and to ensure the 
health and safety of our visitors, 
volunteers, and employees, the 
visitor center and observation 
building are temporarily closed.  
For refuge related questions, 
please call 256-350-6639.  Check 
t h e r e f u g e w e b s i t e 
(www.fws.gov/wheeler) for 
updates, maps and refuge 
information.

http://www.fws.gov/wheeler
https://americancarpsociety.com/us-carp-history
https://americancarpsociety.com/us-carp-history
https://americancarpsociety.com/us-carp-history


National Wildlife Refuge 
Associations are independent 

non-profit organizations whose 
mission is to conserve America’s 

wildlife heritage for future 
generations through strategic 

programs that protect, enhance, 
and expand the National Wildlife 

Refuge System and the 
landscapes beyond its 

boundaries that secure its 
ecological integrity.   

Won’t you please join us?


Wheeler Wildlife Watch 
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association 

P.O. Box 239 

Decatur, Alabama 35603

     Membership Information  

If you have not renewed your membership for 2020, please show your 
support by sending in your tax deductible renewal donation or give a 

loved one or friend the gift of membership!   
We really need your support!

Trout Lily,  Erythronium americanum 
Photo courtesy of Caroline Dean

 Friend of Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 

Name: _________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 
 

City, State & ZIP:  _____________________________________ 

Student: $15 ___,  Individual: $20 ___,  Family: $25 ____,    
Lifetime:  $250 _______ ,      Benefactor:  $500 ______,  

Patron:  $1,000 _______ 

 Please mail your tax deductible membership renewal 
to: 

WWRA 
P.O. Box 239 

Decatur, AL  35603 
                               

Visit our websites! 
           Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 
              http://www.fws.gov/wheeler/ 
 
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association 
 http://www.friendsofwheelerrefuge.com/ 
 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/WheelerNWRComplex/ 
 
facebook.com/Wheeler-Wildlife-Refuge-Association-    
               WWRA-1697491543825279

Shop at AmazonSmile and Amazon will make a donation to WWRA!   
It’s the same Amazon.com you know—same products, same prices—and 0.5% of each 
purchase price is donated back to WWRA.   And it doesn’t cost you anything!  On your first 
visit to AmazonSmile   (smile.amazon.com), you will be prompted to select a charitable 
organization from a list of eligible organizations.  Just type in Wheeler Wildlife Refuge 

Association, search, select, and you’re finished!  Now when you shop, go to smile.amazon.com and you will be generating 
donations to your refuge association with every purchase.  Support WWRA every time you buy with AmazonSmile!

http://www.fws.gov/wheeler/
http://www.friendsofwheelerrefuge.com/
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