
s n o w  G o o s e   C h e n  c a e r u l e s c e n s

Angel Abraham of Saraland won Best of Show in this year’s 
Junior Duck Stamp Art contest out of 167 entries from all 
across the state.  Angel’s beautiful painting will now be 
submitted to the Federal Duck Stamp Office for entry in the 
2018 National Junior Duck Stamp contest. (More on page 2…)
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JR.  DUCK STAMP WINNER  2018

ur 6th annual Festival of the 
Cranes was once again jam-
packed in spite of really 

crummy weather, and we were 
pleased with how smoothly the 
transition went to using the city 
shuttle service and the Princess 
Theater for our popular Auburn 
raptor program.   
 
We are very excited about Cook’s 
Museum opening in time for the next 
festival (hopefully!!) and the recent 
enthusiastic collaboration with 
Decatur city officials in assisting 
with this event.  It’s outgrown our 
facilities and we have to expand into 
town or scale it back down.   We 
really hope Wheeler’s natural display 
of our beautiful and rare migratory 
birds continues to be celebrated and  
 

embraced by us all and that this 
weekend of educational programs 
keeps growing. 

Migratory birds are prominently 
featured in National Geographic this 
month to celebrate the centennial of 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  It’s 
only been in the last ten years that 
sc ient is ts have been able to 
accurately track the flight paths and 
patterns of birds and their methods 
and results are quite astonishing.  
One species, the Bar-Tailed Godwit, 
has been of special interest to 
scientists as they are known to 
actually shrink their organs in order 
to store up 55% of their body fat for 
their non-stop flight. Tiny satellite 
transmitters with external antennas  
Prez’ Corner cont’d on Page 2 ...

Saturday, April 21 
9 AM, Cave Springs Cave


Clean & Learn: Invasive Plant 
Removal 
Celebrate Earth Day by helping 
remove invasive plants surrounding 
Cave Springs Cave.  Staff will be on 
site to talk about the cave and the 
endangered grey bats that make it 
home.  Please bring hand clippers 
and gloves. 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Visitor Center  
256.350.6639

Cave Springs Cave
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Privet, Ligustrum sinense Lour. 
Photo Courtesy USDA 
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Discovering Alabama episode. 
 
Discovering Alabama  is the EMMY 
award-winning  Public  Television 
series hosted by Dr. Doug Phillips 
and  produced  by  the  Alabama 
Museum  of  Natural  History,  The 
University of Alabama.

Dr.  Doug  Phillips  and  production 
and  film  crews  from  the  series 
visited  Wheeler  over  the  past 
months  to  f i lm  foota ge  o f 
whooping cranes in various refuge 
locat ions .  Refuge  s taf f  and 
volunteers worked closely with the 
crews  to  locate  whooping  cranes 
and assist in accessing and filming 

W Visitor Center  
256.350.6639

The  episode,  featuring  high-
definition footage from Wheeler, 
will profile whooping cranes and 
explore  how a  good  number  of 
the  magnificent  creatures  came 
to  call  Alabama  their  winter 
home.   Additionally,  the  crew 
filmed  the  mixed  media  art  of 
area high school students whose 
work  featured  All  Things  Crane.   
The episode will air in May 2018. 

Saturday, May 5 
8 AM, Visitor Center 
Special Use Pond


Youth Fishing Rodeo 
Open to ages 5 - 12.  Trophies are 
awarded for the heaviest weight in 
each age group.  Everyone goes 
home a winner!  Call the VC for info. 
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heeler NWR is playing a 
starring role in an upcoming

Wheeler NWR   
Plays a Starring Role!  
by  Tom Ress,  WWRA Board  Membe r

Photo Courtesy George W. Ponder III

Prez - Cont’d from Page 1….. 
are implanted inside an air sac in 
their abdomens. The researchers 
recorded one bird flying eight days 
and nights—over 7150 miles!!.  That 
is hard to even imagine.   
Of course, as with so many species, 
migratory birds directly suffer from 
human intervention by our insatiable 
need to develop every bit of area we 
deem necessary to sustain or feed our 
burgeoning populations.   
This indiscriminate development and 
habitat degradation is shocking in 
countries like China and Africa, and 
it is disheartening to watch.  Makes 
me continue to appreciate and admire 
the dedication of our country’s 
environmentalists and that we have 
access to some of the best bird 
viewing in the country right here.  
More and more people throughout 
the region are availing themselves of 
our natural assets by increased usage 
of trail systems and viewing areas.  
All of us here are grateful for that 
interest as that helps protect and 
secure additional undeveloped areas 
for conservation.  Hope you are one 
them!  

Discovering Alabama film crew 
and Wheeler NWR volunteer 

discuss day’s schedule.

Brittany Baldwin , Priceville High School 
Tempera Batik

2018 Junior Duck 
Stamp Judges:

David Edwards
Lindy Ashwander
Daffny Pitchford

Seth Maddox
& Vic Daily

The Junior Duck Stamp competition begins each spring when students submit their 
artwork to state or territory contests.  Contest judges select a Best of Show which is 
then submitted  to  the  Federal  Duck Stamp Office  and entered  into  the  national 
contest.  The winner there is used to create a National Junior Duck Stamp each year 
which is sold by the US Postal Service for $5.  The stamp can’t be used for postage; 
rather  the  proceeds  support  conservation  education  and  provide  awards  and 
scholarships for participating students.  The public is invited to the awards ceremony 
to see all the entries on Saturday, April 14, at 2 PM at the Visitor Center.



Why Do We Band Wood Ducks on Wheeler NWR? 
by Ricky Ingram, WNWR Project Manager 

ood ducks (Aix sponsa) are 
the most common resident 
and breeding duck in 

Alabama.  The population of the 
wood duck was in serious decline in 
the late 19th century because of 
severe habitat loss and market 
hunting.  Wood ducks are cavity 
nesters and suffered significantly 
from the large scale cutting of 
b o t t o m l a n d h a r d w o o d t r e e s .  
Enactment of the U.S. Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act in 1918 helped end 
unregulated hunting and provided 
more protection to remaining habitat 
allowing wood ducks to begin to 
r e c o v e r.  I n a d d i t i o n , t h e 
development and utilization of the 
artificial nesting box in the 1930’s 
helped speed the recovery by 
providing additional nest cavities that 
were easily placed throughout the 
species range. 

One of the first uses of banding and 
recovery location data was to help 
biologists determine waterfowl 
migration routes.  Banding is a 
critical component of managing 
waterfowl populations and is 
e s p e c i a l l y i m p o r t a n t i n t h e 
development of harvest regulations.  
Banding data is used to provide 
estimates of annual survival and 
harvest ra tes as wel l as the 
distribution of the harvest.  Because 
wood ducks primary habitat are in 
forested wetlands, aerial surveys by 
plane that are used for most 
waterfowl species are not conducted 
for wood duck population estimates.  
Therefore, banding data for wood 
ducks is especially important for 
monitoring the population. 

Because banding birds requires 
capturing the birds and handling 
them before the banding takes place, 
bird banding in the U.S. is controlled 
under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
and requires a federal banding 
permit.  Some states also require a 
state permit as well.  Only official 
federal bands can be legally placed 
on birds that are released to the wild  

in the U.S.  The banding program 
throughout Alabama is a joint effort 
between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the Alabama Department 
of Conservat ion and Natural 
Resources.  

Bird banders must be fully trained, 
permitted, and able to identify the 
species, age, and sex of the birds that 
they are banding.  Typically, wood 
ducks are captured on bait sites 
during the summer by either walk in 
traps or rocket nets.  Once a wood 
duck is captured, the bird is aged and 
sexed and a small aluminum band 
similar to a bracelet is placed on one 
leg.  Every bird banded in the U.S. 
has a very unique number code, 
which is recorded and maintained at 
the Bird Banding Lab in Maryland.  
Each band has a phone number to 
call to report if the bird is recaptured 
at any time or if the bird is harvested.   
All information at the time and 
location of banding and recovery is 
recorded and stored which allows 
determination of age, distance from 
initial banding site, and harvest 
information.  Auburn University 
summarized approximately 35,000 

wood duck banding records for 
Alabama from 1970-2012 (average 
of about 800 birds/year).  Most of 
these birds were banded at six 
locations:  Wheeler NWR, Eufaula 
NWR, Choctaw NWR, Swan Creek 
WMA, Jackson County, and Upper 
Mobile Delta. A total of 2,900 (about 
8%) bands were recovered and 
reported to the Bird Banding Lab.  
Most (48%) of the bands were 
recovered within Alabama but an 
additional 35% were recovered in the 
surrounding southern states of GA, 
TN, MS, AR, and LA.   
Somewhat surprising is that almost 
every state in the central and eastern 
U.S. has multiple band recoveries for 
wood ducks that were banded in 
Alabama during the summer season.  
While wood ducks hatched in 
northern states migrate south 
annually during the winter, the data 
also shows that wood ducks hatched 
in Alabama move around to 
adjoining southern states.  The states 
with the largest number of returns 
o u t s i d e o f t h e S o u t h e a s t i s 
Minnesota, Michigan, and Wisconsin 
with 60, 59, and 46 returns 
respectively during this period.  This 
seems puzzling at first as to why a 
wood duck born in Alabama would 
migrate north.  A primary reason for 
this is male wood ducks frequently 
form pair bonds in the fall and winter 
when migrant birds are in Alabama 
and follow their new mates back to 
northern states for breeding and 
nesting.  Often these birds are then 
harvested the next fall hunting 
season before migrating south.  
Female wood ducks typically stay 
much closer to the initial location 
where they were originally banded.  
Wheeler NWR has a goal to band at 
least 176 wood ducks each summer 
and this information is combined 
with other banding data throughout 
the State of Alabama.  All wood duck 
banding data is then utilized to help 
set National hunting regulations and 
b a g l i m i t s f o r w o o d d u c k s 
throughout their range.  

W

L-R:  Leg bands; Duck being banded; 
Male & Female ducks prior to banding



National Wildlife Refuge 
Associations are independent 

non-profit organizations whose 
mission is to conserve America’s 

wildlife heritage for future 
generations through strategic 

programs that protect, enhance, 
and expand the National Wildlife 

Refuge System and the 
landscapes beyond its 

boundaries that secure its 
ecological integrity.   

Won’t you please join us?


Wheeler Wildlife Watch 
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association 

P.O. Box 239 

Decatur, Alabama 35603

     Membership Information  

If you have not renewed your membership for 2018, please show your 
support by sending in your tax deductible renewal donation or give a loved 

one or friend the gift of  membership!.  We really need your support!

Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura 
Photo courtesy of George Lee

 Friend of Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 

Name: _________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 
 

City, State & ZIP:  _____________________________________ 

Student: $15 ___,  Individual: $20 ___,  Family: $25 ____,    
Lifetime:  $250 _______ ,      Benefactor:  $500 ______,  

Patron:  $1,000 _______ 

 Please mail your tax deductible membership renewal 
to: 

WWRA 
P.O. Box 239 

Decatur, AL  35603 
                               

Visit our websites! 
           Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge  
              http://www.fws.gov/wheeler/ 
 
Wheeler Wildlife Refuge Association  
 http://www.friendsofwheelerrefuge.com/ 
 
 
facebook.com/Wheeler-National-Wildlife-Refuge-Complex 
 
facebook.com/Wheeler-Wildlife-Refuge-Association-    
               WWRA-1697491543825279

Shop at AmazonSmile and Amazon will make a donation to WWRA!   
It’s the same Amazon.com you know—same products, same prices—and 0.5% of each 
purchase price is donated back to WWRA.   And it doesn’t cost you anything!  On your first 
visit to AmazonSmile   (smile.amazon.com), you will be prompted to select a charitable 
organization from a list of eligible organizations.  Just type in Wheeler Wildlife Refuge 

Association, search, select, and you’re finished!  Now when you shop, go to smile.amazon.com and you will be generating 
donations to your refuge association with every purchase.  Support WWRA every time you buy with AmazonSmile!

http://www.fws.gov/wheeler/
http://www.friendsofwheelerrefuge.com/
http://www.fws.gov/wheeler/
http://www.friendsofwheelerrefuge.com/

